
RESOLUTION NUMBER 44 

RECOGNIZING JUNETEENTH  

 

WHEREAS, on June 19, 1865, announcement of General Order No. 3 by Union Army general Gordon 

Granger, proclaiming freedom for enslaved Africans in Texas, which was the last state Of the Confederacy with 

institutional slavery; and  

 

WHEREAS, June 19, 2021, marks the 156 anniversary of the last Africans enslaved being freed in 

Texas, this year, President Biden signed into law Juneteenth National Independence Day Act, S.475, creating a 

federal holiday to commemorate Juneteenth; and  

 

WHEREAS, the earliest recorded large scale Juneteenth “Freedom Day” activity in St. Louis began on June 22,  

1868 at Fourth and Washington Streets at the Philharmonic Hall where thousands from the St. Louis African 

American community gathered throughout that week to celebrate freedom, provide aid to recently freed Black 

families and raise money for the creation of schools for Black youth; and  

 

WHEREAS, a number of local organizations have sponsored Juneteenth “Freedom Day” activities throughout 

the city for years with one local African American association  since the 1970’s thus keeping the spirit of the 

day alive so that others could learn and appreciate; and  

 

WHEREAS, members of the St. Louis African American Aldermanic Caucus have sponsored resolutions in 

honor of Juneteenth decades before it reached national attention and became an national holiday; and  

 

WHEREAS, former Mayor Lyda Krewson signed a proclamation officially designating June 19, 2020, and 

Every June 19 hereafter, as “Juneteenth Day” in Saint Louis City; and 

 

WHEREAS, the African American citizens of Saint Louis City acknowledge wholeheartedly that the physical 

chains that held us in bondage in America for centuries have been broken and we are indeed physically free; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, currently African American citizens of Saint Louis City are facing systemic challenges such as the  

racial economic disparities, disproportionate incarceration and persistent health disparities, acknowledge 

making Juneteenth a national holiday is a minor gesture toward justice and equality; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Juneteenth “FREE-DOME” Celebration (Jt “F-D” C) is a one-day family-oriented event 

celebrating the rich culture, history; and the heritage of people of African descent;  

WHEREAS, the mission of Jt “F-D” C is to create a movement that will serve for betterment and uplift of 

African Americans communities throughout Saint Louis City Metropolitan Area. Moreover, on the annual 

observance of Juneteenth we will recognize those who gave their precious time and talent to ensure Juneteenth 

is recognize as a federal holiday. Additionally, we will endeavor to control, define and benefit socially and 

economically from all resources that is under our power and command henceforth and forevermore.  

NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the of the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we 

pause in our deliberations to recognize “Juneteenth” in the City of Saint Louis on Sunday, June 19, 2022 where  

we honor and celebrate the absolute and collective independence of all people of African descent. We further 

direct the Clerk of this Board to prepare a commemorative copy of this Resolution to be presented at a time and 

place deemed appropriate by its sponsor.  

 

Introduced this 14th, day of June, 2022 by: 

The Honorable Brandon Bosley. Alderman 3rd Ward  

The Honorable Shameem Clark-Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward  



Adopted this 14th , day of June, 2022 as attested by: 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


